PIONEER VALLEY HAMPDEN COUNTY HEALTH COALITION
e CE

Minutes of the Hybrid Meeting Held on June 6, 2024—. S

Committee Members Present: TUWN L LU
Chicopee: Katie Cyr

East Longmeadow: Tammy Spencer

Hampden, Longmeadow, Monson, Wilbraham: Heather Bissonette
Holyoke: Deb Schaier, Rachel Taylor

Ludlow: Paulina Matusik

Palmer: Nicole Gauthier

Montgomery, Southwick: Tom Hibert

West Springfield: Charles Kaniecki

Medical Reserve Corps (MRC): Olan Johnston

Other Participants:

Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG), Regional Resource Group (RRG):
Nick Licata, Alexander Sylvain

BioDefense Network (BDN): Jennifer Lixey, Glenn Johnson-Mussad
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC): Megan Haberle

Pioneer Valley Transit Association (PVTA): Carl Jackson

1. Call to Order
The June 6, 2024, hybrid Pioneer Valley Hampden County Health Coalition
meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m.

2. Welcome, Introductions and Attendance
Everyone was welcomed, roll call was taken, and there was a quorum.

3. Financial Report
Some figures still being adjusted to reflect the last month. For example, exercise
took place in May and not all expenses for that have come in yet. Equipment and
supplies line asked folks to submit supply requests. If folks are able to send in
equipment and supplies requests as soon as possible, there's a possibility of



fulfillment this fiscal year. The coalition had planned to purchase translator
devices. Co-chairs, BioDefense Network, and PVPJC to foflow, up. CGo-chairs have
not had the opportunity to sign warrants as per pre\'nous pracf;c;s Formerly
happened once a month at the coalition meetlngﬁ]zy}g]_ele)ctr?mcalw Co-chairs
and PVPC to discuss.

4. Approval of Previous Minutes SHN LR
The March 2024, April 2024, and May 2025 minutes were approved with one
abstention.

5. Business at Hand

a. EDS Tabletop Debrief: Jen Lixey summarized the EDS tabletop exercise
that took place on May 30. Great partnership between towns, MRC,
EMDs, medical, and law enforcement. Some next steps include updating
contact information, distribution of electronic resources, site security,
screening, and data collection, updating EDS plans, and addressing the
need for transiation services. Reminder of the demobilization process.
Towns need to coordinate with each other, for example on the hours of
operation for EDS’s. It would be good to make a library of resources of
plans. BioDefense Network is still gathering information for the After Action
Review (AAR). Glenn to send information out to tabletop attendees about
how to participate in the AAR. Coalition members commented positively
on the event and gave BioDefense Network kudos for the execution.

b. FY25 BP1 Update. Waiting to hear back. BDN addressed some minor
concerns. Overall, the plan seems well received. Within a couple of weeks
there will be more feedback, then the contracting process will start, which
will take a couple of months. Regional PHEP coordinator positions are
being reorganized. There will be a statewide contact. Statewide reps can
come to the meeting if needed for a particular purpose. Budget for the
next year was not included in the packet for today’s meeting. Note to
PVPC that budgets need to be approved by the coalition before they are
submitted.

c. Western Mass Equity and Emergencies Project Update. There wasn't
enough time to do the equity project. But it's a good project and funds for
equity are available for next year, so we could add it to the work pian for
BP1,

d. Other Public Health Concerns: Glenn reported that someone died of bird
flu despite not having traceable contact with animals.

6. News and Updates
a. WAG: No meetings in the last month.



b. MRC: Three active MRC units. Actlng as one unit. Looklng at how we can
serve all communities. Real need to staff public health u’mi& ﬁl‘ar()q:n;ri 5
attended MRC summit in Chicago. Jealous to see hoW Gther staiqs are.
doing. Rhode Island has a giant state-of-the-art MFngf@ngt

c. LSAC: At the last meeting, LSAC continued work on.the FY2§ F{:\n@ihéo
Opportunity. RN O L -

d. HMCC: Busy time of year closing out fiscal year and working on
contracting for the next fiscal year. Feel free to ping Xander again if he
can’t respond immediately. Strategic planning for the next fiscal year. Big
PHEP and hospital projects that will require a regional approach. No
active emergency responses. While PHEP and MRC priority areas have
been received, priority areas for other disciplines are not yet available for
planning FY25, There are some substantial and exciting changes. Will
share news and workplans as they emerge. Kudos to the MHCC for
responsiveness.

e. WRHSAC: Moving money around for fiscal years. Some funding for
election security will be used for special events when there’s a potential
threat. Municipal rep stepping down. They may be looking for a
selectboard member to fill that role. Jeanne represents public health well,
reminding folks to stay hydrated, reminding them that flu is still with us,
etc.

f.  Upcoming Events, Trainings & Exercises: Transit planner Carl from PVTA
announced that they are updating coordinated human services
transportation plan. Looking at elderly people and people with special
needs. Concerns about medical transportation. Event on Wednesday June
26. Flyers available. Looking for feedback that can be included in the
human services plan update. Tammy noted that transportation was one of
the identified needs in Hampden County. Carl to send flyers to Glenn for
distribution to the Coalition.

. Other Business: None

. Adjournment and Executive Session. Motion duly made and carried to adjourn
the public June 6, 2024, HCHC meeting and enter executive session. The
meeting was adjourned without objection at 10:46 a.m.



Documents distributed at this June 6, 2024, HCHC meeting:

Pl E_ (LT i
» Agenda ST LD
* March 2024, April 2024, and May 2024 Minuteg,, . s
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Respectiully submitted,

Glenn Johnson-Mussad
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